[Evaluation of the usefulness of bronchoalveolar lavage for prognosing and monitoring the treatment of patients with chronic allergic alveolitis].
In 29 patients with chronic allergic alveolitis broncho-alveolar lavage BAL and lung function tests were performed before and after one year of Prednisone treatment. We observed significantly (p < 0.001) decrease of BAL lymphocytes from 52% to 32% and significantly (p < 0.001) increase of BAL macrophages from 33% to 54%. We found negative correlation between percentage of BAL neutrophils before treatment and annual changes of DLCO (r = 0.37 p < 0.05). Annual changes of lymphocytes negatively correlated with annual changes of DLCO (r = 0.45 p < 0.02) and D/VA (r = 0.46 p < 0.02).